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Executive Summary 
 

1. The Waitaha Executive Grandmothers Council opposes and objects to the 
Minister of Conservation s intention to grant a concession to Westpower Ltd to 
construct and operate a hydro scheme on the Waitaha River. 

 
Concession Applicant Details 
   

2. Westpower Ltd wishes to obtain a concession to construct, maintain and operate 
a run-of-the-river hydro scheme at the Morgan Gorge on the Waitaha River on 
Department of Conservation (DOC) stewardship land. Westpower propose to 
abstract water via a highly visible weir across the river and tunnel entrance 
located in the rock face on the true right bank at the start of the Morgan Gorge. 
This structure and an adjacent access tunnel portal will be significant industrial 
intrusions into an otherwise pristine landscape and environment. The scheme 
proposes to take much of the flow of the river (up to 23 cumecs, river median flow 
(50% of the time) is 19 cumecs) and leave a residual flow of 3.5 cumecs in the 
Morgan Gorge at all times  higher and flood flows will still travel down the 
Morgan Gorge when the proposed Westpower take is exceeded. The water is 
returned to the river about 2.5 km downstream of the intake via a powerhouse on 
the true right bank of the river. 

 
Objections 
 

3. The Waitaha Executive Grandmothers Council opposes the concession. There 
have been a number of deficiencies in the way the process has been conducted. 
These include: 

 
a) Lack of consultation with tangata whenua 

 
b) Consultation time and depth 

 
c) Deficient cultural assessment report 

 
4. The Waitaha Executive Grandmothers Council also have a number of issues with 

the substance of the Westpower Ltd application. These include that the proposed 
development:  

 
a) will destroy the Mauri of the Awa; 

 
b) is incompatible with the outstanding natural feature and outstanding 

natural landscape status of the stewardship land involved; 
 

c) is incompatible with the purpose of the Conservation Act, and especially 
with respect to DOC stewardship land; 
 

d) is not needed for the power it will generate, nor would it provide for 
greater reliability of power distribution for the West Coast; 
 

e) is contrary to various Objectives and Policies in Regional and District 
Plans and the West Coast Conservation Management Strategy; 
 

f) will prevent current recreational users from accessing the Morgan Gorge 
and a river reach below, which is an outstanding recreation resource, and 
 

g) is contrary to precedents set in the decision to decline the Fiordland Link 
monorail proposal concession. 
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Process deficiencies 
 
Lack of consultation with Tangata Whenua 
 

1. 
Maker (the Concession Report), it is stated that the area is in the Takiwa of both 
Te Runanga o Ngati Waewae and Te Runanga O Makaawhio, and that 
notification was sent to both these groups on 19 August 2014. 
 

2. Waitaha are also tangata whenua of this area and have not received any 
infor
the Department of Conservation. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council 
only found out about the proposal recently through word of mouth.  
 

3. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council do not dispute the right of Ngati 
Waewae or Makaawhio to be consulted as tangata whenua. However, they do 
dispute the fact that they have not been accorded the same treatment by 
Westpower Ltd or the Department of Conservation as these two groups, when 
they are also tangata whenua.  

 
Consultation time and depth 
 

1. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council notes, in addition to lack of 
consultation with all tangata whenua described above, the consultation process 
has been inadequate for the lack of time provided to submitters and the 
accessibility of the information describing the proposal. 
 

2. The Minister publicised her intention to seek submissions on her decision to 

operate a hydro electric power scheme on the Waitaha River on 16 September 
2016 on the Department of Conservation website. However it was more than a 
month later before the Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council heard of the 
proposal due to inadequate publicity. Consequently they had less than a month to 
consult amongst Waitaha and prepare a submission. They also note that a 
request for an extension sent to the permissionshookitika@doc.govt.nz email 
address on Thursday 10 November 2016 was not answered. 
 

3. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council has found the information provided 
by both Westpower Ltd, and more specifically the Department of Conservation, 
very inaccessible. While we can appreciate that this is a complex project, 
information needs to be available to the general public and iwi in an accessible 
form in order for them to be able to comment. The Waitaha Executive 
Grandmother Council notes that the Department of Conservations website 
contains: 

 190 pages of the Concession Report 
  
  

 
4. The Westpower Ltd website contains 1,662 pages of Application for Concessions 

and Assessment of Effects. 
 

5. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council appreciates the thoroughness of 
the investigation. However they note that little or no effort has been made by 
either Westpower Ltd or the Department of Conservation to summarise this 
information into a format which the average person can read and understand. 
The information as it exists now is just too large and complex for the Waitaha 

mailto:permissionshookitika@doc.govt.nz
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Executive Grandmother Council to sort through and comment on without expert 
support. 
 

6. In addition, the Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council have been participating 
in the Wai 2358: National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry in the 
Waitangi Tribunal. In particular Stage Two of the Inquiry has just taken place form 
7-11 November 2016. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council expect this 
Inquiry to have a significant impact on their water rights as tangata whenua in the 
Waitaha River. 
 

7. This submission has therefore been prepared in haste and is based largely on 
the Concession Report. 

 
Deficient cultural assessment report 
 

8. Of the 190 pages in the Concession Report, approximately one page is devoted 
to an assessment of cultural effects. This is severely inadequate. 

 
9. Westpower Ltd and the Department of Conservation agree that the potential 

effects on cultural values are no more than minor. However no investigation has 
been conducted into how the proposal would effect the mana whenua of Ngati 
Waewae and Makawhio, let alone Waitaha. The majority of the discussion is 
devoted to listing the conditions on ownership of pounamu imposed by the Ngai 
Tahu (Pounamu Vesting) Act 1997. 
 

10. Waitaha are tangata whenua on the area which includes the Waitaha River. The 
nation of Waitaha whakapapa to Te Poutini through the tupuna of Korako and Te 
Pahi Whakapapa. We also have evidence of whenua held at Arahura, registered 
in the Maori Land Courts. 
 

11. Waitaha have korero passed down many generations regarding whakatuaki and 
whakapapa of the Waitaha River. This is recorded below. 
 
Whakapapa o Waitaha Awa. 
 
Ko tenei te Awa Waitaha    This is the river Waitaha 
He Awa Rangatira mo nga Iwi Waitaha It is a revered entity of the 

Iwi Waitaha 
I roto o te taiororua o Waitaha Inside the valley of 

Waitaha 
E whakanoho ai i tenei wahi o te tai Poutini  Which sits inside the  
       boundaries of the West 

Coast of the South Island 
Tenei te Rangatiratanga o nga whenua o Waitaha These are the Territorial 

boundaries of Waitaha 
 

No rei ra Tihei Mauri Ora Waitaha! 
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Kia whakapapa atu o tenei wai, tenei Waitaha Awa ki nga Tupuna o Ranginui me 
Papatuanuku. 

 
This is the genealogy of Waitaha River from Ranginui and Papatuanuku.  

 

 
Nga ka puta ki waho te ihi, wehi, wana, o tenei Awa rangatira Waitaha. 

 
Then was born the fear, the awe, the authority of the entity Waitaha River 

 
 

 
12. The Waitaha River starts at the Puna of Waitaha, Ivory Lake in the Mt Bloomfield 

ranges of Ka Titiritiri o Moana (Southern Alps).  
 

13. The Waitaha River personifies the Whakapapa o Te Wai: 
 

 Te Wai Reka  (Ivory Lake - the water source),  
 Te Wai Mauri  (Fresh Water - the length of the river),  
 Te Wai Ora  (Hot Springs - accessible through the DOC track Morgan 

Gorge at the bottom end),  
 Te Wai Tote  (Salt Water - where the Waitaha river greets the sea). 

 
14. Importantly, we the Nation of Waitaha do not wish to have our name attached to 

a project with obvious intention of destroying the pristine natural environment 
around and including the Waitaha River. We therefore would like to notify the 
Department of Conservation and Westpower Ltd that authority to use our name 
has not been granted. 

 
Substantive objections 
 

15. Waitaha Executive Grandmothers Council request that the Minister of 
d to construct and 
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operate a hydro scheme on the Waitaha River be reversed and that the 
concession not be granted as the proposed development:  

 
a) will destroy the Mauri of the Awa; 

 
b) is incompatible with the outstanding natural feature and outstanding 

natural landscape status of the stewardship land involved; 
 

c) is incompatible with the purpose of the Conservation Act, and especially 
with respect to DOC stewardship land; 
 

d) is not needed for the power it will generate, nor would it provide for 
greater reliability of power distribution for the West Coast; 
 

e) is contrary to various Objectives and Policies in Regional and District 
Plans and the West Coast Conservation Management Strategy; 
 

f) will prevent current recreational users from accessing the Morgan Gorge 
and a river reach below, which is an outstanding recreation resource, and 
 

g) is contrary to precedents set in the decision to decline the Fiordland Link 
monorail proposal concession. 

 
The proposal will destroy the Mauri of the Awa 
 

16. The proposal of Westpower Ltd extracting 23 cumecs of the flow of the water will 
in fact interfere with the 'Haa' of the river. The outward breathe of Mauri that is 
released into the atmosphere and cleansing it.  
 

17. The birthplace of Mauri is from Te Puku o Papatuanuku, it pours down from the 
mountains, and up from plains. A river holds its Mauri - the energy, the memory 
of its whakapapa, its birthplace and of every living being and inanimate object it 
touches on its journey towards the sea and the cycle of Whakapapa Wai.  
 

18. The healthy streams and rivers as they flow through the landscape gather 
momentum, strength and energy. 
 

19. The Waitaha River is met along its journey by many tributaries and rivers, 
approximately 73 in number. If one river holds the Mauri of all beings and life 
forms intrinsically - Waitaha River is holding the life force of the 73 rivers and 
streams, including the Mana of Ka Titiritiri o Moana.  
 

20. Where there is no resistance the rivers progress is gentle, the Mauri spreading 
out across the whenua. The river gathers its momentum through the gorges, the 
force, pounding against the walls of chasms, drives through and over rock 
formations; this energy cuts through mountains. This force is known as the 
Taniwha Matiriraia of the Awa Waitaha. The turbulence of the river as the 
rapids toss this energy up into the air and releases the Mauri cleansing the 
surrounding environment and atmosphere - the energy, the life force, the Mauri - 
Te Aho Tapu - the ties that binds us all.  
 

21. The Mauri, energy force of the Waitaha river is calculated as; flow rate, cubic 
volume and by the gradient of the land. The mauri can be considered (in part) as 
similar to the energy carried by the water, of which the vast bulk is being taken 
from the river, used to drive power station, that is then converted to 110 120 



   7  

GWh per year1 and then sold for an undisclosed sum of money on the electricity 
market. 
 

22. The average flow of the river is 32.7 cumecs. Westpower will take up to 23 
cumecs maximum, and only leave a minimum of 3 cumecs to continue down 
Morgan Gorge. They are proposing to take the vast bulk of the inherent energy, 
ie the mauri of the awa. 
 

23. Therefore, when considering the Mauri of this entity, and the suggestion of 
placing a Pou to appease the Mauri in the surrounding Te Taiororua o Waitaha, 
is inadequate and ineffective in comparison to the majesty of Waitaha Awa and 
Ka Titiritiri o Moana. 

 
The proposal is incompatible with the outstanding natural feature and outstanding 
natural landscape status of the stewardship land involved 
 

24. The assessment of Natural Character, Landscape and Visual Amenity begins at 
page 14 of the Concession Report.  
 

25. It is 
Catchment would be considered an outstanding natural landscape at both a 
district and regional scale. Morgan Gorge itself is considered to be an 
outstanding natural feature within this landscape, due to is exceptional 

springs (Waitaha River Springs) at the bottom of the Morgan Gorge and their 
2 This is accepted in the Concession 

Report.3 
 

26. 
4 

landscape as a whole.5 The nt of 
the natural character, landscape and visual amenity effects appears to be that the 

.6  
 

27. However Westpower Ltd essentially argues that their proposal is an appropriate 
 comprise/define the 

7 
They do not provide any evidence of how they are protected. 
 

28. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council submits that the Upper Waitaha 
Catchment and the Morgan Gorge, as an 

generating power for commercial benefit. While Westpower Limited may have 
attempted to mitigate certain features of the design of the hydro scheme to 
reduce its visual impact, it is still going to be a large industrial-looking complex in 
the middle of rugged and wild land of incredibly high conservation value. The 
desecration of this pristine environment by explosives, and man-made structures, 
including the release of concrete, hydrocarbon contaminates and sediment shift 

                                                  
1 Proposed Waitaha Hydro Scheme: Assessment of Reasons, Financial Viability, and Alternative 

159, figure 46.  
2 Concession Report, page 15, paragraph 4.38. 
3 Concession Report, page 28, paragraph 4.97.  
4 Concession Report, page 16, paragraph 4.40(c).  
5 Concession Report, page 28, paragraph 4.40(e).  
6 Concession Report, page 20, paragraph 4.67.  
 7Concession Report, page 16, paragraph 4.39.  
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will negatively impact and alter the natural beauty of the landscape. The claimed 
benefit does not justify this visual intrusion into the natural landscape. 
 

29. We attach as Appendix A photos which show the natural beauty of this pristine 
environment. 

 
The proposal is incompatible with the purpose of the Conservation Act 1987, and 
especially with respect to DOC stewardship land 
 

30. Section 17U(3) of the Conservation Act 1987 states that the Minister shall not 
grant an application for a concession if the proposed activity is contrary to the 
provisions of this Act or the purposes for which the land concerned is held. 
 

31. e states that a key function of the 
Conservation Act 1987 is to provide for the management for conservation 
purposes of all land and natural and historic resources held under the 
Conservation Act 1987. The area where Westpower Ltd proposes to put their 
hyd
manage this land for conservation purposes, ie conserve its natural and historic 
value. The proposal to allow development of a hydro scheme for commercial 
benefit is the complete antithesis of this legislative duty. 
 

32. 
interpreted and administered as to give effect to the principles of the Treaty of 

 Ltd would be inconsistent with 
the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. These principles include partnership and 
active protection. The Department of Conservation has not acted in partnership 
during the consultation process, nor have they upheld their duty of active 
protection, as the proposal is an intrusion on the rights of tangata whenua and 
their taonga, namely the Waitaha River. 
 

33. 
area shall be so managed that its natural 
The Department of Conservation is currently carrying out a project to reassess 
the classification of stewardship lands. The purpose of this is to see if these lands 
have the high conservation values which justify more stringent legislative 
protections. It is submitted that no concession should be granted until the 
Waitaha River and surrounding area has been through this process. To do so 

 
whittled away in the name of commercial development without a proper 
assessment as to its conservation value. 

 
The proposal is not needed for the power it will generate, nor would it provide for 
greater reliability of power distribution for the West Coast 
 

34. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council dispute the claimed benefits of the 
hydro scheme by Westpower Ltd.  

 
35. We submit that the proposal is not needed. Westpower Ltd have not provided any 

evidence, as far as we are aware, of a desperate shortage of electricity on the 
West Coast. We rely in this respect on the conclusions of Mr Tony Baldwin in his 
report Financial viability of Waitaha hydro proposal. He states at page 191 that 

t [of 
electricity consumption], and the application contains no other information in 

8 
                                                  
8 Proposed Waitaha Hydro Scheme: Assessment of Reasons, Financial Viability, and Alternative 

91.  
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As Mr Baldwin further points out, the weakness of this reason would suggest that 
the Minister should not grant the concession in accordance with section 17U of 
the Conservation Act 1987.9 
 

36. Due to the rugged and changeable nature of the landscape around the Waitaha 
River and in the Upper Catchment, flooding and earthquakes are a significant 
risk. This would reduce the reliability of the hydro scheme for power generation, 
another factor relevant to the assessment under section 17U of the Conservation 
Act 1987. 
 

37. By act of law, if there are alternative sites that can produce as much or more 
power it must be used. . He 

within the relevant time-frame at which the activity in question could be 
reasonably undertaken outside the relevant conservation area. Under section 
17U(4)(a) of the [Conservation] Act, the Minister is therefore not allowed to grant 
concessions for the activity proposed by Westpower in relation to the Waitaha 

10 
 

38. There are already other alternatives for hydro generation on the West Coast. 
There are already consented proposals for hydro including the schemes on the 
Arnold River and at Stockton. There is no case for further hydro generation that 
justifies the destruction of such a wild and special place. 
 

39. The Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council have also been investigating 
environmentally friendly alternatives for power generation using water power. 
One of these is the Ruka Marine Turbine. It will not have the severe 

currently looking for funds to build and test a prototype. This shows that there are 
alternative methods of electricity generation out there which should be 
investigated, before significant and irreversible damage is done by placing a 
hydro scheme on the Waitaha River. 
 

The proposal is contrary to various Objectives and Policies in Regional and 
District Plans and the West Coast Conservation Management Strategy 
 

40. The Waitaha Executive Grandmothers Council, supporting the submissions of 
Forest and Bird, objects to the permanent loss of 3.5 ha of native forest with a 
reduction in the intactness of the vegetation. 
 

41. The removal of vegetation as a result of the proposal will cause the permanent 
loss of habitat of lizard species at risk of extinction, including the green and forest 
gecko.  
 

42. Westpower has not adequately assessed the presence of these highly threatened 
species and have not given any assurance that the impacts on them can be 
properly avoided or mitigated. Trout and salmon will not be affected as badly as 
the native species, such as the kokopu, koura, long fin eel, lamprey. eg. in the 
case of the koaro, passage through the headworks, settling basins and turbines 
will result in the injury or death of laval koaro. 
 

43. The proposal will result in the destruction of these nationally important species, 
any loss therefore is significant. Westpower has identified 27 native bird species 

                                                  
9 Proposed Waitaha Hydro Scheme: Assessment of Reasons, Financial Viability, and Alternative 

90.  
10 Tony Proposed Waitaha Hydro Scheme: Assessment of Reasons, Financial Viability, and Alternative 
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with the hydro footprint, including a number of threatened native bird species. 
These include kaka, falcon and whio.  
 

44. Westpower notes that western weka are recorded in the catchment. Western 
weka are genetically distinct from other populations of weka north of the Waitaha 
catchment. There is insufficient information about the impacts of the resident 
whio population, including the importance of the Morgan Gorge to them. There 
can be no confidence that Westpower is able to avoid, remedy or mitigate 
impacts on this iconic species, including the impacts of construction and the 
dewatering of the Morgan Gorge.  
 

45. The long tailed bat is present within the footprint. The clearance of habitat and 
tree felling will result in loss of both their breeding and feeding habitat and has 
the potential to cause the death of bats. This is an entirely unacceptable and 
inappropriate risk and one that cannot be adequately mitigated for. 
 

46. Due to the slowing of the river, the tributaries will experience a speeding up of 
invasive algae such as didymo, which is already causing issues in the rivers of 
New Zealand 
 

47. We would hope that this operation and the construction of tunnels is not a covert 
attempt at further mining within the heart of the Waitaha Valley. 

 
The proposal will prevent current recreational users from accessing the Morgan 
Gorge and a river reach below, which is an outstanding recreation resource 
 

48. By act of law recreational activities have priority over commercial industrial 
enterprises. The Morgan Gorge, famed for its white water and kayaking 
opportunities, will become an industrial site. We support the submissions of the 
White Water New Zealand kayakers in this respect. We draw attention in 

kayakers. As a result, the scheme represents a 100% loss of the resource to 
11 

 
The proposal is contrary to precedents set in the decision to decline the Fiordland 
Link monorail proposal concession. 
 

49. Finally, we note that a precedent was set by the Minister of Conservation at the 
time (Dr Nick Smith) in his decision to decline the application by Riverstone 
Holdings Limited to build and operate a $240 million monorail in Fiordland. 
 

50. 
which impact on the Fiordland National Park must meet the highest of standards 
and 12 
 

51. Such a statement could apply equally to the proposal to build a hydro scheme on 
the Waitaha River, amongst the outstanding natural landscape values which the 
Upper Waitaha Catchment and Morgan Gorge have. The Waitaha Executive 
Grandmothers Council submits that Westpower Ltd need to show their proposal 

generation, that there is no alternative sites or methods, that it will provide a 

                                                  
11 
White Water and Kaya page 15. 
12 https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/fiordland-link-
monorail-declined, accessed on 12 November 2016. 

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/fiordland-link-monorail-declined
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/fiordland-link-monorail-declined
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reliable and financially viable source of power, and that it does not intrude on 
tikanga Maori or conservation values. They have not done this.  

 
Conclusion 
 

52. In conclusion, Waitaha Executive Grandmothers Council requests that the 

construct and operate a hydro scheme on the Waitaha River be reversed and 
that the concession not be granted. This development is clearly not appropriate at 
many levels, and therefore the concession application must be declined. 
 

53. In Aotearoa we are fortunate to still have areas of such beauty remaining. As 
Tangata Whenua we have very little say about our Taonga. Environmental 
beauty and the Mauri cannot be replaced, once destroyed.  
 

54. We claim this river entity as a member of our house of Waitaha. We wish to share 
it, with its environment safe, and with all participants in recreational activities - all 
the children of Tane, all the children of Tangaroa and with Io Matua Kore, 
authority over all the above.  

 
Kia a mau te Aroha me te Oranga o Rongomarearoa,  
Nga matau e nei korero, 
Nga Tupuna Whaea o Waitaha.    
 
 

 
Jane Mihingarangi Ruka Te Korako 
Kaiwhakahaere 
11th November 2016 
 
 
Waitaha Executive Grandmother Council. 
 
Aotearoa (New Zealand) 
  
Te Rungapu Te Wera Ruka Te Korako  Waitaha Ngati Pakau, Te Uriroroi, Ngapuhi 
Miriama Solomon  Ngai Tu, Te Roroa, Ngapuhi, Waitaha 
Annie Ngaere Botcher  Waitaha Ngati Pakau Ngapuhi 
Celia Rahui Marsh  Ngai Tu, Ngapuhi, Waitaha 
Grace Hart  Waitaha, Ngati Pakau, Ngapuhi, Waitaha 
Te Miringa Rosina Huriwai  Ngai Tu, Ngapuhi, Ngati Porou, Waitaha 
Ngaronoa Kimura  Mahurehure, Ngati Pakau, Te Uriroroi, Ngapuhi, Tainui, Waitaha 
Kathleen Ruka Tuhiwai  Ngati Pakau, Ngati Hine,Te Uriroroi,  Ngapuhi, Waitaha 
Paehere Clark  Muriwhenua, Ngati Mahana, Ngapuhi, Waitaha 
Mere Taylor Rakete  Ngati Tautahi, Taiamai, Waiariki, Ngapuhi, Waitaha 
Margaret Te Pahi Thompson  Ngati Rehia, Ngapuhi, Rapuwai, Waitaha 
Anne Carmen  Ngati Pakau, Mahurehure, Ngapuhi, Te Uriroroi, Waitaha 
Jane Hotere  Te Aopouri, Waiariki, Ngapuhi, Waitaha 
Gaynor Rae  Waitaha, Ngati Pakau, Ngapuhi 
Vida Jane Gwynne  Waitaha, Ngati Pakau, Ngapuhi 
Mihi Pene  Tuhoe, Waitaha 
Petal Clay  Waitaha, Ngati Pakau,Te Uriroroi, Ngapuhi 
Kate Cassidy  Waitaha, Ngati Pakau, Te Uriroroi, Ngapuhi 
Dr Makere Stewart Harawira  Ngati Rakai, Waitaha 
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Jane Mihingarangi Ruka  Waitaha, Ngati Pakau, Te Uriroroi, Ngapuhi 
  
  

  (International) 
  
Dr Makere Stewart Harawira  Ngati Rakai, Waitaha, Alberta, Canada 
Kate Cassidy  Waitaha Ngati Pakau,Te Uriroroi, Ngapuhi, Sydney Australia 
Nancy Noret Moore  Waitaha, Texas USA 
Lee Nitsch  Seneca, Waitaha, Atlanta Florida USA 
Leilani Petranek  Waitaha, Hawaii 
Renchin Yonjan  Waitaha, Kathmandu, Nepal 
Junko Nakatani  Waitaha, Japan 
 
 
The Waitaha Executive Grandmothers Council would like to acknowledge and thank 
Whitewater NZ for support and sharing important information regarding this submission.  
Dr Makere Stewart Harawira for her expertise. 
Steven Bray for his research. 
Margaret Te Pahi Thompson. 
The Te Maiharoa whanau for their submission Waitaha ki Waitaki. 
Tony Baldwin for his report. 
Forest and Bird New Zealand 
Green Peace New Zealand 
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Appendix A 
 
 

 
 
A section of the upper Waitaha showing wild and scenic nature (Photo: Zak Shaw Photography) 
 

 
 
Fluted sculpted water-smoothed schist rock features in the Morgan Gorge (Photo: Zak Shaw Photography) 
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Mikey Abbott kayaking through part of the water sculpted and smoothed Morgan Gorge (Photo: Dave Kwant) 
 
 


